[Immunophenotyping study on the blood cells of the patients with paroxysmal nocturnal hemoglobinuria].
To detect the expression of glycosyl-phosphatidyl-inositol (GPI) anchored protein on the blood cell membrane and its implication in the diagnosis of paroxysmal nocturnal hemoglobinuria (PNH). The GPI anchored protein was detected by indirect immunofluorescence method with a panel of monoclonal antibodies (CD55, CD59, CD16, CD58, HIR2, CD15, CD2) in 22 PNH patients. The abnormal granulocytes and erythrocytes with deficient GPI anchored proteins were identified in all PNH patients whether the routine hemolysis tests for PNH, including Ham test and mCLST, were positive or negative. However, lymphocytes with PNH-defect were found in only 14 patients. GPI anchored protein assay provided sensitive and specific method for the diagnosis of PNH.